
    COLLEGIUM SINGERS
                 Guest Director Tomos Watkins
with  Director-designate William McElwee

Christmas Concert



John Rutter           b. 1945       There is a flower

                           Audience carol               It came upon the midnight clear

Anton Bruckner   1824-1896                               Ave Maria
                                                                                 Virga Jesse
                                                                                 Os justi
Herbert Howells   1892 - 1983                            A Spotless Rose
John Rutter                                                             Here we come a-wassailing
Welsh tradtional arr. Willcocks                       Deck the Hall

                           Audience carol               O little town of Bethlehem

        INTERVAL - Mince Pies and Mulled Wine

Elisabeth Poston  1905 - 1987                             Jesus Christ the Apple Tree
William Billings    1746- 1800                              I am the Rose of Sharon
John Rutter                                                             Rise up, shepherd, and follow

                          Audience carol               See, amid the winter's snow

Pavel Chesnokov 1877 - 1944                             Sovet prevechnyj
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 1840-1893                   The Crown of Roses
Sergei Rachmaninov   1873 - 1943                     Bogoroditse dyevo

                          Audience carol               Joy to the World

PROGRAMME



1. It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men,
From heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they
come,

With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring;
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing.

4. For lo!, the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world give back the
song
Which now the angels sing.

1   O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie;
above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by:
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2   O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary,
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.

3   How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him still,
the dear Christ enters in.

4   O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!



1.  See, amid the winter's snow,
Born for us on Earth below,
See, the tender Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.

Chorus:
Hail, thou ever blessed morn,
Hail redemption's happy dawn,
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

2.  Lo, within a manger lies
He who built the starry skies;
He who, throned in height sublime,
Sits among the cherubim.
Chorus

3.  Say, ye holy shepherds, say,
What your joyful news today;
Wherefore have ye left your sheep
On the lonely mountain steep?
Chorus

4.  "As we watched at dead of night,
Lo, we saw a wondrous light:
Angels singing 'Peace On Earth'
Told us of the Saviour's birth."
Chorus

5.  Sacred Infant, all divine,
What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss
Down to such a world as this.
Chorus

6.  Teach, O teach us, Holy Child,
By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee,
In Thy sweet humility.
Chorus

1.  Joy to the World; the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing.

2.  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields & floods, rocks, hills & plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

3.  He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love.


